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 N E W S  I N  B R I E FDouble boost for UAE firms

Spotting a new Constellation

Technology with  
the power of life  
and death
SK Group of Israel is showcasing 
the Xaver 400 radar ‘through-
wall-imaging’ system, which 
the company claims helped in 
rescuing victims from the recent 
earthquake rubble in Turkey. 
SK’s  Ronen Hamudot said: “The 
systems we will be exhibiting 
illustrate our solutions for day and 
night combat, identifying targets 
beyond the wall, and maintaining 
the protection of the forces. 
“They have all been operationally 
proven, both by various units of 
the Israel Defence Forces and by 
armies around the world.”

Halcon is buzzing 
for Desert Sting-25
Edge’s Halcon has announced 
a contract worth AED 4.7 billion 
($1.28bn) with the UAE Armed 
Forces, to supply the lightweight 
Desert Sting-25 air-launched 
precision-guided munition.
The DS-25 is part of Halcon’s 
Desert Sting portfolio, designed 
to accurately strike targets with 
differing payloads and stand-off 
ranges.  
 

Strategic ties
Elettronica and Etimad Holding 
signed a strategic partnership for 
the establishment of an integrated 
logistic hub for electronic warfare 
(EW) systems in the UAE. Etimad 
and its subsidiaries will provide 
repair and maintenance of the EW 
system. Both parties will jointly 
cooperate for the localisation 
of the system integration and 
command-and-control of the 
sensor and actuators.

 N E W S  I N  B R I E F

Turkey’s SEFINE Shipyard is 
showing its new Constellation-
class concept of an uncrewed 
surface warship.

The 15-metre vessel is designed 
to undertake a range of duties, 
including surveillance, reconnais-
sance, electronic warfare (EW), or 
anti-submarine and anti-surface 
ship warfare.

The fore half of the ship remains 
the same, but the stern section is 
modular and can accommodate a 
variety of payloads. 

Trimaran-like ‘wings’ can be 
attached to the aft section to pro-
vide additional space for loads 
such as missile launchers or ASW 
equipment.

The vessel can be operated in 
three modes – autonomous, semi-
autonomous or remote control. 
“You can give it the plan and it will 

go and execute it, or you can have 
someone with some controls over 
weapons functions, or you can 
control all functions remotely,” a 
Sefine Shipyard official. 

He said that the first version of 
the Constellation-class, known 
as Marlin, which is a monohull 
design, participated in a NATO 
exercise off Lisbon, Portugal, in 

September 2022. In the next two 
weeks, the vessel’s anti-ship missile 
launcher would be test-fired. 

The vessel is planned to take part 
in a Turkish Navy exercise in June, 
followed by another NATO exer-
cise off Lisbon in September. 

“The monohull will be validated 
by June; the ‘wings’ are ready and 
we will test them now.” The vessel 
is capable of 36kts and has a range 
of up to 1,000nm. It can operate in 
Sea State 5.

Typically, said the official, 
vessels of this type could only 
deploy for two to three days, but 
SEFINE’S initial target is to extend 
the endurance of the Constellation 
class to “at least seven days”.

SEFINE plans a second family 
of uncrewed vessels, the Nebula-
class, which will be a hybrid sur-
face/submersible design. 

A new agreement between two 
of the UAE’s major aerospace 

providers will allow both organ-
isations to expand their service 
offerings. Under a memorandum 
of understanding (MoU) signed 
at IDEX yesterday, satellite solu-

tions company, Yahsat, and 
military aircraft MRO specialist, 
GAL-AMMROC, will leverage 
their respective skills to widen their 
portfolios for the UAE and regional 
market. 

The deal, signed by Mahmood Al 

Hameli, GAL-AMMROC’s CEO, 
and Eisa Al Shamsi, general man-
ager at Yahsat Government Solu-
tions, will also mark a significant 
step in localising various engineer-
ing services. 

The agreement will allow GAL-
AMMROC to build on Yahsat’s 
ICT systems integration expertise 
across airborne platforms around 
beyond-line-of-sight and other 
satellite-enabled applications.  

It will cut costs and risk for cli-
ents, said Al Shamsi (pictured left): 
“If I want to install a system on an 
aircraft, that means down-time for 
the user and there’s a certain risk of 
integration.” 

Joining forces with a specialist 
MRO provider eases those prob-
lems: “They know those platforms 
inside-out.” 
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Edge’s ambitious CEO has his sights set on expansion

Mansour AlMulla, a leader 
at the cutting Edge
UAE’s Edge is undeniably 

one of the fastest-growing 
businesses in the UAE, 

if not the world! Launched in 
November 2019, Edge is bidding 
to consolidate many of UAE’s 
advanced technology aerospace 
companies into one group as part 
of the country’s vision for self-
sufficiency. 

Driving that ambition is 
Mansour AlMulla, the managing 
director and CEO since early 2021. 

“The aim of the business is to 
bring all the defence companies 
together under one brand, double 
down on their efforts and see 
where we can expand,” he said.

It certainly seems to be working, 
judging from the number of new 
ambitious projects the company 
has launched. 

Split into three focus areas: 
precision-guided munitions, 
autonomous systems, and 
electronic warfare, all with their 
own management teams, AlMulla 
is expecting big things: “Targeting 
the export markets is one of our 
priorities – we have come a long 
way since 2021, when we topped 
AED 1.1 billion ($299m) worth 
of sales contracts. Last year we 
achieved AED 5.2 billion – a 500% 
increase – and hope to come close 
to that this year.”

It’s a tremendous effort, as can 
be seen by the size of the Edge 
pavilion and the unveiling of, 
arguably, IDEX’s star exhibit, the 
stealthy-looking Juneih uncrewed 
air combat vehicle (UCAV) 
concept. 

“We started its development 
not that long ago and hope it 
will be flying in three years or 
so,” AlMullah said, adding: “It’s 
very exciting – one of our newest 
projects that could be our flagship 
one day.”

EDGE cut its teeth on 
autonomous systems at ADASI, 
with the Gamoosha UAV 
positioned at the front of its stand. 
“Designed to fulfil a surveillance 
mission, it is now a mature project 
and has been in operation for seven 
years,” according to AlMullah, 
which is why there wasn’t so much 
fuss about it. 

“I am particularly proud of the 
Reach-S surveillance/armed UAV, 
which only flew for the first time 
two weeks ago in bad weather 
conditions, while there is the jet-
powered Shadow 25 and propeller 
driven Shadow 50, depending 
upon your requirements, which are 

loitering munitions.”
The Shadow 25 has been flight-

tested and now it is in the final 
stages of development. “These 
are the future of the industry,” 
Al Mullah said proudly. “Edge 
is always on the look-out for 
businesses that will complement 
our existing skills. 

“For example, we acquired a 
majority share in Milrem Robotics, 
a company that we believe has 
some exciting solutions. After 
meeting them at Saudi’s World 
Defense Show in March last year, 
we had taken over the company by 
December. It is bringing new and 
exciting skills to our business.”

AlMulla was keen to stress that 
these projects are not just for 
the UAE; Edge wants to export 
them too. “We get a lot of support 
from the MoD and Tawazun 
to help create and realise some 
of these new capabilities,” he 
said. “Ultimately, we want to 
integrate all of our weapons on 
to operational western or eastern 
platforms. Additionally, we want 
to sell weapons, like the Al Tariq, 
Thunder, and Desert Sting PGMs, 
that can be integrated on to any 
platform.”

AlMulla is looking at all possible 
sales opportunities: “Our main 
markets are countries around us in 
the GCC and Africa, but south-east 
Asia is now receiving more attention 
– not only to sell, but to partner in 
a development capability beneficial 
to the country. We are making real 
efforts,” he concluded. ▲

“Targeting the export 
markets is one of our 
priorities – we have 

come a long way  
since 2021”

MANSOUR ALMULLA   
EDGE MD, CEO 








