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Tunb Al Kubra’s open cargo 
deck can typically carry 16 to 18 
trucks, or any other type of cargo. 
Vehicles drive off the drop-down 
ramp at the bow. The vessel was 
constructed by shipbuilder Al 
Fattan. The capability of the UAE’s 
shipyards is such that this class of 
vessel can now go from keel-laying, 
through systems integration and 
testing in under a year, said Al 
Jallaf. Virtually the entire vessel 
was built in-country, although 
some components, such as the 
engines, were imported.

Looking for the best
One reason for the success in 
building vessels so rapidly, he said, 
was the realistic attitude taken by 
the country’s leadership. “They are 
always looking for the best of the 
best, but the best that suits us here 
in this region.”

The government and ministry 
of defence took into account 
upcoming risks, but also kept 
a careful eye on whether, for 
example, the country had enough 
skilled people to crew ships 
that they wanted to induct into 
the country’s service: “Your 
operational requirements and your 
logistic capability need to be in line. 
You need to be able to maintain 
it, both in terms of material and 
personnel,” said Al Jallaf.

The 70-metre Tunb Al Kubrah 
has a maximum speed of 10kts. 
Although her role is primarily 
supply, the NAVDEX brochure 
notes that she maintains a self-
defence capability in the form 
of 30mm cannon and the UAE-
developed LOGIR low-cost guided 
rocket system, intended to counter 
fast inshore attack craft.▲ 
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Jeff Shockey, Raytheon 
Technologies’ senior 
vice president for global 
government relations, has 

been speaking at IDEX about his 
company’s ongoing commitment to 
the Middle East. 

Raytheon now does between $800 
million and $1 billion of business in 
the region annually, building on 50 
years working in the UAE and Saudi 
Arabia – including participation at 
IDEX since the show began. 

The company’s commitment 
to partnership, and to measured 
projects that allow it to build 
progressively on success, has 
seen Raytheon announce an 
exciting agreement for local 
production of the Coyote Counter 
UAS system. 

Today will see the signing of a 
memorandum of understanding 
(MoU) with five local companies, 
further demonstrating Raytheon’s 
commitment to the ‘Made in UAE’ 

initiative. Shockey is fervent 
about the value of partnerships in 
the region, which he says offers 
the necessary resources and 
education for success, as well as a 
willingness to train and invest in its 
workforce and infrastructure. 

“We are working in concert 
with the US Government and our 
customers in the Middle East to 
build the tight partnerships that 
will ensure our mutual success,” 
Shockey said.

Ongoing 
commitment 
to the Middle 
East – Jeff 
Shockey
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The OE NIRECON Night Vision Goggles are among the 
smallest and lightest night vision goggles ever produced. 
Their unique design makes them comfortable and easy 
to use, whilst retaining a high-performance night vision 
capability. OE NIRECON offers you a built-in IR illuminator, 
extremely low weight, reverse battery polarity protection, 
auto-shutdown function, fast recovery from bright images. 
The goggles might be delivered with optional afocal lens 
with 3x or 5x magnification.

Our MUSON mobile surveillance and observation systems 
are equipped with cooled thermal imaging cameras with 
an identification range of the human body up to 25 km, 
uncooled thermal imaging cameras with an identification 
range of the human body from 4 to 7 km and daytime color 
HD/Full HD cameras with 32x or 50x magnification.

You can find these two and others of our products by visiting 
our website www.opticoel.com.
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South Africa

“We’ve transferred a minimum 
of 80% by value of production 
into our partner country, India. 
Capacity in the Indian operation is 
already 250 vehicles a year – that 
is, from a standing start one year 
ago to 250.”

For many countries and defence 
companies, protection of jobs is 
a priority. Therefore, Paramount 
believes production jobs go to 
partners, who take ownership of 
the product. 

The partner country has the 
production line, as is the case with 
the KM4 in India, which is totally 
Indian manufactured; the entire 
supply chain is Indian.

He confirmed that portable 
manufacturing implies migrating 
100% of production to a partner 
country and that the project is not 
simply vehicle assembly or delivery 
of kits.

Having perfected this 
methodology, Paramount intends 
to roll it out extensively, with the 
Middle East a primary and very 
important target region.

“I can mention some countries 

partnership model is in place with 
several governments and strategic 
partners, we could reach our 
objective in three years.”

Questioned on electric and 
hybrid-electric land vehicles, he 

was adamant that electric drive is 
inevitable in the defence sphere. 
The company will soon announce 
an important alliance that will 
make Paramount a pioneer in the 
non-Itar electric vehicle space. ▲

CONTINUED FROM P39 like India, Kazakhstan and 
Thailand, but we’re already 
engaged in several others we can’t 
mention yet,” Ichikowitz said. 
“We’re embarking on large scale 
and important projects in two 
Middle East countries.”

Portable production
In his view the Mbombe 4, 
Paramount’s latest, highly 
advanced flat-floor 4x4 mine-
protected vehicle, will eventually 
become the most in-production 
armoured vehicle anywhere: 
“we’ll achieve this through 
multiple satellite manufacturing 
operations around the world.”

With India already producing 
more than 250 vehicles a year, 
Thailand having the same 
potential, along with Kazakhstan’s 
equally strong capacity, Paramount 
is aiming for a minimum of 1,000 
armoured vehicles a year. 

“Our objective for the next 
five years is to expand portable 
production, spread among five or 
six production facilities around the 
world,” he explained. 

“In fact, seeing that this 

The drive for success: Ichikowitz
predicts the Mbombe 4, will eventually 
become the most in-production 
armoured vehicle anywhere 
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inclusivity

The role of women in the 
defence industry will come 
under scrutiny at this 
year’s IDEX. Undoubtedly 

there will be more women gracing 
the aisles in the exhibition hall 
and on the stage for the event’s 
conference. 

According to Boeing’s president 
of business development, where 
she leads a team representing 
Boeing’s defence, space and 
government services portfolios 
around the world, Heidi Grant said 
it is not before time.

Before joining Boeing just over 
a year ago, Grant was director, 
Defense Security Cooperation 
Agency, and a member of the 
senior executive service in the 
Pentagon. Clearly one of the 
highest-ranked civilians at the 
Pentagon, she was a champion in 
the cause to bring greater gender 
balance to the industry and has 

been often critical of what she 
called the “brass ceiling”, where 
the uniform would clearly signify 
background and experience.

“When people enter a room with 
their uniform on, there is an instant 
shared trust, bond, credibility, 
and respect based on their earned 
‘brass’. However, for a career 
civilian, in a business suit, you 
don’t have the same level of instant 
recognition and bond,” she said.    

“Over time, I earned the bond, 
trust, and credibility needed to best 
support the warfighters – while I 
was in a business suit. I was invited 

into the room, the majority of the 
time with all of the military, and 
offered a prominent seat at the 
table.”

Grant has a clear message for 
other women pushing at that 
brass ceiling. “If you have a goal, 
understand what it takes to achieve 
it and show your value; you can 
open doors. Once they’re open, it’s 
up to each person to decide how 
hard they want to work to get to the 
next ones. 

“We need to ensure we are not 
creating our own artificial barriers. 
While opportunity isn’t equal in all 
parts of the world, overall things 
are probably better today than I’ve 
seen at any other time throughout 
my career. 

“My recommendation is to find 
passion for mission, push yourself 
out of your comfort zone, continue 
to build your diverse network, and 
never stop learning.” ▲

Pushing against a brass ceiling
The push for better gender-balance in the industry

“If you have a goal, 
understand what it takes 

to achieve it and show 
your value; you can 

open doors”
HEIDI GRANT BOEING












